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Who:  
Judi Johansen, 39, will officially become the 12th administrator of the Bonneville Power 
Administration. Employees will join Johansen for a lunch-time BBQ after the ceremony. The 
news media are invited to attend. 

What:  
U.S. District Court Judge Ancer L. Haggerty will administer the oath of office. Following, the 
new administrator will address the audience. 

When:  
Monday, June 8, 1998. Oath of office ceremony will begin at 10:30 a.m. The employee event will 
immediately follow. 

Where:  
Holladay Auditorium and the BPA Courtyard, 911 N.E. 11th Street. 

Why:  
Secretary of Energy Federico Peña announced his intent to appoint Johansen as BPA's new 
administrator May 2. The Department of Energy selected her to replace former Administrator 
Randy Hardy who retired from BPA in September 1997.  

# # #  

JUDI JOHANSEN 

Administrator and Chief Executive Officer 
Bonneville Power Administration 

 

    

Page 1 of 2BPA news release

3/17/2004http://webxt1/corporate/BPAnews/archive/1998/ma060598x.shtml



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Judi Johansen will be sworn in as the administrator and chief executive officer of the Bonneville Power 
Administration on June 8, 1998. She will be the 12th administrator in BPA's 61 years. At 39, she is the 
second youngest person appointed to the job. (Don Hodel was 34.) 

Johansen was born on June 17, 1958, in Colorado Springs, Colo. She was student body president of her 
undergraduate alma mater, Colorado State University. She graduated from Colorado State in 1980 and 
from Northwestern School of Law at Lewis and Clark College in 1983. As a lawyer, she chaired the 
Electric Power Committee of the American Bar Association's Natural Resources Section.  

In 1983, Johansen began her career as the staff attorney for Northwest Public Power Council, a trade 
association of approximately 112 BPA preference customers. She worked with legal and public policy 
issues. In 1986 she joined the Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell law firm in Tacoma, Wash., becoming a 
partner in 1989. She represented public utilities on regional power issues relating to BPA and the 
Northwest Power Planning Council. She also worked in natural resource mediation involving tribes, 
state and local governments and private land owners.  

She came to BPA in 1992 as the acting director of the fish and wildlife division, and moved on to senior 
policy advisor to the assistant administrator for power sales. She then became vice president for 
generation supply, where her duties included the oversight of hydroelectric and thermal operations, 
scheduling, trading and short-term sales. Johansen was the lead negotiator on the 1995 Columbia River 
Operations Biological Opinion, and led the effort to reduce the agency's spending on power projects. 
She was also the lead negotiator on return of the Canadian Entitlement to British Columbia under the 
Columbia River Treaty.  

Before returning to BPA, Johansen served as vice president of business development for Avista Energy, 
a unit of Washington Water Power. She was responsible for strategic planning for gas and electric 
trading and marketing nationwide.  

Johansen's professional and civic activities include membership in the Oregon and Washington state bar 
associations, senior fellow of the American Leadership Forum of Oregon, Governor's appointee to the 
Montana Technical Advisory Committee on electric industrial restructuring and an ex-officio 
membership in the Colorado State Board of Agriculture.  
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